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All friends of India desire the improvement of its
government, and the increasing welfare of its people.
Whence is the improvement to come? We are told
" nothing is to be hoped for from the Indian official class."
From whom is anything to be hoped for? From the
Home Government ? The leaders of our political parties
have passed measures beneficial to India, but they have
again and again taken advantage of .its helplessness to im-
pose on it burdens to which it ought not to have been
subjected. Are we co look to the people at home for
relief? How difficult is it to secure attention to the sub-
ject, or to make them understand it when their attention
is gained ! Are we to look to the non-official class in
India ? I have nothing to say about the Ilbert Juris-
diction Bill, except that while officials have been divided
about it, many of the most eminent being in its favour,
non-officials almost to a man have been bitterly opposed
to it. Wrhere I have spent the greater part of my life,
nothing has been more common than complaints by
Europeans of injustice done to them by partiality shown
to natives at their expense. Are we to look to the great
landholders, bankers, merchants, shopkeepers, and well-
to-do classes in the cities of Bengal and the North-West,
who have benefited most by our rule ? What may be ex-
pected from them is illustrated by the fact that when the
finances were thrown by the Mutiny into confusion, many
protested against an income tax, and some of high posi-
tion proposed that the finances should be rectified by an
increase of the salt-tax ! In these influential classes there
are high-minded and benevolent individuals, but if we
look at them in their collective capacity we shall be dis-
appointed. When we look at the long roll of distinguished
Indian officials, mark their achievements, hear their pro-